
     
 
 

 
 
 

Daisy Mountain Rockchips 
 
 
 

The purpose of Daisy Mountain Rock & Mineral Club is to promote and further an interest in geology,             
mineralogy, and lapidary arts, through education, field experiences, public service, and friendship. 

VOLUME 8, ISSUE 9                                       OCTOBER 2023 

  ANNULAR ECLIPSE aka RING OF FIRE                         

    OCTOBER  14, 2023                                                         
    A bit of space  — as a teaser for November’s program. 

The lower image is a close-up view of the Moon, just as it approached the edge of the 
solar disk.  Notice that the line of the Sun is not continuous, but is broken up by       

alternating light & dark areas. This is because thre are mountains or highlands on the 
Moon, crossing the edge of the solar disc before the main body of the Moon.           

How cool is that!?           Photos by Stan Celestian 
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Approved in 1959 as a new mineral species,         

Yavapaiite (whose name derives from the Yavapai 

tribe that occupied that area) is, in Arizona, found   

only in the United Verde Mine at Jerome, Arizona.    

It  formed as a secondary mineral in a mine fire, 

within a pyrite-rich body, that started in 1894 and 

burned for nearly 30 years (it was finally                

extinguished when the mine was open pitted).  The 

mine is the type locality for this mineral, and it has 

been discovered in Kentucky, Argentina, Italy,      

Poland, China and Russia (Kudriavi Volcano). . 
 

Chemical Formula - KFe(SO4)2  

Crystal System  - Monoclinic (Go to https://

sketchfab.com/3d-models/monoclinic-prism-

08a494d90d8941758ab0b97dd8f22809 

 for interactive image.) 

     Growth Forms/Habits - prismatic (stout to slender), 

acicular, fibrous, botryoidal, granular, massive 

 Hardness -  2.5-3 

 Luster - Vitreous, sub-adamantine 

 Streak - White to pale yellow 

 Color - Pale, purplish pink 

 Diaphaneity - Transparent 

 Specific Gravity - 2.88 

Cleavage - Perfect in 2 directions, distinct in a third 

 Fracture - Uneven, sub-conchoidal 

 

 

        

SAVE THE DATE!  
ANTHEM SHOW  

March 2-3, 2024 

Anthem Elementary 

VOLUNTEERS WILL BE 

NEEDED!!! 

Proceeds pay for annual 

scholarship, meeting 

rooms, club events, and 

more….. 

YAVAPAIITE from Alcaparrosa Mine,  

Sierra Gorda, Antofagasta Province,    

Antofagasta Region, Chile.  Photo from Joy 

Desor Mineralanalytik on e-Rocks (.5x.5x.3 

inch), with permission. 

YAVAPAIITE from Vulcano Island, Messina Province, 

Sicily, Italy,    Photo from Mintreasure.com on e-Rocks 

(2x2x1 inch), with permission. 

https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/monoclinic-prism-08a494d90d8941758ab0b97dd8f22809
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/monoclinic-prism-08a494d90d8941758ab0b97dd8f22809
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/monoclinic-prism-08a494d90d8941758ab0b97dd8f22809
https://e-rocks.com/item/jyj657205/yavapaiite
https://e-rocks.com/item/mtr977699/yavapaiite
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OCTOBER SPEAKER 

Paramelaconite from Bisbee, Cochise County, Arizona 
TYPE LOCALITY:  Holbrook Mine (Holbrook shaft), Copper Queen Mine (Halero Mine), Queen Hill  

By Evan Jones  

FORMULA - Cu1+
2Cu2+

2O3  

COLOR - Black, Black with purple tint 

LUSTER - Sub-adamantine, Greasy,               

Sub-metallic 

DIAPHANEITY - Opaque 

STREAK - Brown-black 

HARDNESS - 4.5 

SPECIFIC GRAVITY - 5.9-6.04 

CRYSTAL SYSTEM - Tetragonal 

CLEAVAGE - None 

FRACTURE - Conchoidal 
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Evan gave a very interesting talk about the      

discovery and history of the very few             

paramelaconite specimens found in the Copper 

Queen Mine in Bisbee, Arizona. 

 It is an exceedingly rare copper oxide 

species. 

 It was first found in Bisbee in the late 

1880’s, and NO subsequent specimens 

have been discovered there. 

 Only 2 specimens of any significance 

were recovered, both with relatively 

large euhedral crystals. 

 Identified as a species in 1891. 

 There have been subsequent finds in 

Michigan, Mexico, and D.R. Congo, but 

none of the quality from Bisbee. 

 The species have acquired                

near-mythical status among rare        

species collectors and Bisbee            

specialists. 

https://www.mindat.org/loc-11856.html
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WIRE WRAPPING 
 

 INSTRUCTOR — Rebecca Noel 
 

 

CLASS DATE:   on the 1st Tuesday                                                                                             
CLASS TIME:   4:30-6:15                                                                                                         

CLASS PLACE:  Anthem Civic Center, 3701  W Anthem Way 
 

Monthly meetings are prior to the general club meeting.  Great class for beginner to             
advanced .   Come and wire wrap with friends!!! 

 

GENERAL RULE:  Bring a cabochon or other stone, 20 and 26 gauge copper-based wire, round nose pliers,             
flush cutters, and any other tools you might use.    

MONTHLY PROJECT PARTICULARS will be posted on the DMRMC Facebook page. 
  

*If you want to try it out, the club has 4 sets of tools and wire that you may borrow during a class.   If you like 
it, you can then purchase your own supplies.  

 

The class is free; however tips are always welcome. All teachers are unpaid volunteers so the tips go           
towards gas and supplies to make things more fun for you! 

 

OCTOBER PROJECT 

 

NOVEMBER PROJECT 

The wire wrapping project for November is a coiled cage for tumbled stones. Students will want to, but don’t 

have to, bring  several small to medium-sized tumbled stones, 18-gauge round wire, wire cutters, round and 

flat nose pliers and  a smile !              EXAMPLES BELOW: 

Photos by Rebecca Noel 

Photo by Rebecca Noel 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/106017576621500
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS RAFFLE   
This year the DMRMC Board is offering a special raffle opportunity — one that will run from     

September until the Christmas Meeting in December. 

Tickets will be sold at each meeting.   They are $1 per ticket, or 12 for $10.     

The specimen is a gorgeous Amethyst Cathedral from Brazil, with a retail value of at least $400.   

Remember, all proceeds help support club activities. 
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FIELD TRIP to BRONZESMITH 
Thursday, October 12, 2023                                                           

Photos & text by Bill Freese 

 

Hey Everyone, the DMRMC had a trip on Thursday to a cool (interesting) spot that we do every October. 

It is called the Bronzesmith and it is a foundry for many artists around the country. It is one of those   

places up in Prescott Valley you have to see at least once. I had 13 folks for the tour and all were very 

excited when they left. The tour takes you through the whole process with some very exciting steps. 

Check out the website https://bronzesmith.com/ to find out more.  

Field trips continued on page 7... 

“the pour” 
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FIELD TRIP to DIAMOND POINT 
Saturday, October 14, 2023                                                           

Photos & text by Bill Freese 

 

Hi Rockhounds, I did not get many pics from this trip as people scattered about. The MSA club had a trip 

on Saturday to Diamond Point, east of Payson and DMRMC was invited to go along. We ended up with 

42 people as far as I can tell. We started the trip by watching the eclipse. We were there at the perfect 

time. It was cool! We piled into our vehicles and drove back to a new area off the Diamond Point trail. 

Field trips continued on page 8,... 

...Field trips  continued from page 6 
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FIELD TRIP to STRAWBERRY AREA 
Saturday, October 21, 2023                                                           

Photos & text by Bill Freese 
 

Hi everyone, the DMRMC had a trip on Saturday to a site north of Strawberry for fossils. Even after 

many cancellations, we still had 13 folks out in the beautiful pines for a fossil hunt. Everyone found some 

great specimens.  

Field trips continued on page 9.... 

...Field trips continued from page 7 

Penicularis 

bassi 

Sea Urchin 

Spines 

Do you want to identify your Kaibab fossils — 

of  Permian age?    Go to Sue’s Flickr site for a          

pictorial key to Kaibab fossil identification.  

There are 2 pages to the key.   Feel free to print 

it out for future reference. 

Lots of Penicularis bassi — 

a productid brachiopod that 

was covered with spines in 

real life. Spines that helped 

it not sink into soft mud. 

There are lots of small 

(some tiny) quartz geodes in 

the Kaibab.   Maybe they 

were formed around dead 

and decaying creatures. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/78143623@N03/51116187192/in/album-72157697214484871/
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FIELD TRIP to ROBERTS MESA 
Wednesday, October 25, 2023                                                           

Photos & test by Bill Freese 
 

The DMRMC had a mid-week trip to Roberts Mesa, east of Payson. 

There were 11 folks who joined me for some beautiful agate in many 

shades of red, yellow, orange and white. The pictures do not do it        

justice. The weather was absolutely perfect. Everyone got plenty of 

treasures to take home. Maybe 

we will get some pics of the 

cleaned/finished pieces.  

Field trips continued on page 10,... 

...Field trips continued from page 8 
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FIELD TRIP to SUPERIOR 
Saturday, October 28, 2023                                                           

Photos by Bill Freese & Ed Winbourne, text by Bill Freese 
 

Hey Everyone, the DMRMC had a great field trip on Saturday. We had DMRMC, Payson Rimstones, 

and the Coolidge clubs all out to Superior for Apache Tears. The mine folks are great hosts - Thanks 

Drew! We had nearly 50 people all out scouring the mine for those little black nuggets. The weather was 

great and all found tons of tears to take home. Another great trip.  

...Field trips continued from page 9 
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We all find specimens, the identity of which is     

uncertain.   If it is a mineral (not a rock, that is   

generally made up of 2 or more minerals), there 

are some really simple ways to start to zero in on 

the identity, to at least give one some information 

that will help in the search for the answer.  
 

Minerals exhibit a number of physical properties 

that are consistent throughout the species, no 

matter what form they take. They are a reflection 

of the atomic structure/bonding.  Most are readily   

tested with inexpensive (or free) and very portable 

equipment.  Every rockhound should tote a small 

kit into the field, or have it handy at home.   This 

Geo-Mini series will go through the physical     

properties and requisite equipment. 
 

The first of the diagnostic physical characteristics 

is HARDNESS.  Hardness is the resistance of a 

mineral to scratching.  A mineral with a low hard-

ness abrades easily and is dubbed “soft”.         

Conversely, a mineral with a high hardness will be 

resistant to scratching and is dubbed “hard”.  In 

general, the stronger the atomic bonding, the 

greater the hardness. 
 

In 1812, in order to “quantify” hardness, Frederich 

Mohs (a German mineralogist) devised Mohs 

Scale of Hardness.   The scale, BELOW, is based 

on 10 fairly common minerals to represent       

hardness values of 1 to 10, with 1 being the           

softest, and 10 the hardest.  The hardness of all 

minerals ay be compared to these ten. 

 
 

NOTE:  Some 
common     
materials 

(glass,  copper 
wire,           

fingernail, 
steel file) were 

inserted.  
These are 

readily       
available and      

provide useful 
additional     
reference 

points. 

GEO Mini   
MINERAL ID: 

Hardness 

NOTE:   Mohs scale is not based on any         

mathematical progression.  It is a RELATIVE 

SCALE —  The minerals have been arbitrarily   

chosen (as they are easily obtained) in a random 

progression of increasing hardness.  2 is harder 

than 1, 3 is harder than 2, and so on.   
 

The Vickers 

Scale (RIGHT) 

is an             

ABSOLUTE 

SCALE, based 

on the depth of 

the indentation 

produced on 

the tested   

mineral, at a 

specific level  

of    pressure.  

This graph, 

compares the 

Vickers to the 

Mohs Scale.   

Note that on 

the Vickers 

Scale, diamond is about 1800X harder than talc! 
 

TO TEST: To test a mineral for hardness, you can 

try to scratch a substance of known hardness (A) 

with the unknown (B) or vice versa.  If B scratches 

A, then B is harder than A.  In other words, the 

material scratched is softer than the one doing the 

scratching.  Always scratch with a sharp point 

and always scratch a fresh surface.   
 

A glass plate makes an ideal material for an initial 

test, because it is flat and smooth, and its        

hardness of 5.5 is essentially right in the middle of 

Mohs Scale of Hardness.  For safety, when using 

a glass plate, place the glass on a hard, flat       

surface and firmly press (with 1-2 pounds of       

pressure) to try to scratch the glass with the      

unknown mineral.  Wipe off any powder and look 

closely to determine whether the glass has been 

scratched (it might be very subtle). 
 

Here is a glass 
plate that has 
been scratched by 
quartz.   Quartz is 
much harder than 
glass and makes a 
distinct scratch on 
the glass plate. 
VIDEO 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNlkHYmI0Wg
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

October 4, 2023 

Minutes continued on page 14,,,, 
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 ...Minutes continued from page 13 

...Willemite continued from page 6 

Minutes continued on page 15,,,, 
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 ...Minutes continued from page 9 

Minutes continued on page 11.,,,, 

 ...Minutes continued from page 14 

Minutes continued on page 16.,,,, 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca Slosarik  
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Minutes continued on page 17.,,,, 

...Minutes continued from page 15 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

October 4, 2023 
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Minutes continued on page 18.,,,, 

...Minutes continued from page 16 
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 ...Minutes continued from page 17 
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Have a geological interest?  Been somewhere              
interesting?  Have pictures from a club trip?         

Collected some great material?   Send us pictures -- 
or write a short story (pictures would be great).   

Deadline for the newsletter is the 22nd of the month. 

Mail or Email submissions to:   
Susan Celestian                                                                       
6415 N 183rd Av                                                                  

Waddell, AZ   85355                                                             
azrocklady@gmail.com 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

 NEEDED:  QUALITY MINERALS (or OTHER)             

DONATIONS WITH LABELS -- for monthly raffle   

and silent auction; and for raffle, door prizes, and 

sales tables at the annual show.  If you have 

specimens to donate, please see Robin Shannon.   

The Daisy Mountain Rock and Mineral Club is a 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and will       

gratefully acknowledge your donation with a Tax 

Deduction Letter. Thank You! 

 

Visit http://rmfms.org/ for news 

about     conventions, events, and 

associated clubs.  If you are     

travelling, you might want to     

contact a club local to your        

destination.   Maybe they have a 

field trip you could join, while in 

town. 

 UPCOMING AZ MINERAL SHOWS  

NORTH MT OPEN STUDIO 
North Mt Visitor Center, 12950 N 7th St, Phoenix, AZ 

                                                                                                                             

You are invited to NMVC Studio.  Lapidary Classes every 
Wednesday & Silversmithing Classes on Saturdays — 
email Shirley Cote for details.   For ONLY those people 

who have taken lapidary or silversmithing classes —  
Lapidary Open Studio every Monday, and Silversmithing 

&/or Lapidary Open Studio every Thursday (and          
designated Saturdays).    Face masks optional. 

                                               

TIMES:  from 9:00 to noon with cleanup             
starting at 11:50.                                                                

 

Only 4 people can sign up, and must do so for the full 
three hours that the shop will be open each day. First 
come, first served.  Usage fee is $8/hour. 
Notice:  Please bring your own towels, polishing 
compounds and buffing wheels as they will no 
longer be provided.    

Please arrive no later than 8:45 a.m. The center may 
closed to the public at 10. 

Email your request for the day(s) you are  interested 
in participating ASAP.  Email Shirley Cote at:     

crystalc17@gmail.com                                                   
If more than four people wish to participate on the same 
day, please expect to be bumped or rotated to another 
day as efforts to accommodate everyone will be taken 

(possibly 6 people if 2 are silversmithing only).   

 

 

November 11-12 -  Lake Havasu, AZ   Lake 
Havasu Gem & Mineral Society; Aquatic Center, 
100 Park Av;  Sat 9-5, Sun 9-4; Admission:  Adults 
$2, 12 and under free.  

November 25-26 -  Wickenburg, AZ   Wickenburg 
Gem & Mineral Society; Wrangler Event Center,  
251 S Tegner St; Sat 9-5, Sun 10-4; Admission:  
Free.  SEE POSTER PAGE 18 

JANUARY 5-7  -  Mesa, AZ    Flagg Mineral    
Foundation; Mesa Community College, 1833 W 
Southern Ave; Daily 9-5; Admission:  Free.  SEE 
POSTER PAGE 20 

JANUARY 1-FEBRUARY 28 -  Quartzsite, AZ    
Desert Gardens, 1055 Kuehn St;    Admission:  
Free.  

JANUARY 5-14 -  Quartzsite, AZ    Tyson Wells 
Show; 121 W Kuehn St; Admission:  Free. 

For additional Quartzsite show dates go here. 

JANUARY 17-21 -  Quartzsite, AZ    Pow Wow; 
225 E Ironwood; Daily 9-5; Admission:  Free  

FEBRUARY 8-11 -  Tucson, AZ    Tucson Gem & 
Mineral Society; Tucson Convention Center, 260 S 
Church St; Th-Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4; Admission:  $13.  
SEE POSTER PAGE 21       For complete schedule 
of the many pre-main shows in Tucson go here. 

MARCH 2-3 -  Anthem, AZ    Daisy Mountain Rock 
& Mineral Club; Anthem Elementary, 41020       
Freedom Way; Sat 9-5, Sun 10-4; Admission:  
Adults $5, Seniors, Vets, Students $4, under 12 
free.   SEE POSTER PAGE 22 

MARCH 1-3 -  Mesa, AZ    Apache Junction Rock & 
Gem Club; Mesa Community College, 1401 S Dob-
son Rd; Daily TBA; Admission  TBA 

          Words of Wisdom 

                    passed along by our own 

If you are travelling, a good source of shows AND clubs is http://the-vug.com/

educate-and-inform/mineral-shows/  OR http://www.rockngem.com/

ShowDatesFiles/ShowDatesDisplayAll.php? ShowState=AZ OR https://

www.rockandmineralshows.com/Location/?displayShows=true 

mailto:crystalc17@gmail.com
https://xpopress.com/showcase/profile/5/quartzsite-showcase-swapmeet
https://tucsongemshow101.com/schedule-2024
http://the-vug.com/educate-and-inform/mineral-shows/
http://the-vug.com/educate-and-inform/mineral-shows/
http://www.rockngem.com/ShowDatesFiles/ShowDatesDisplayAll.php?%20ShowState=AZ
http://www.rockngem.com/ShowDatesFiles/ShowDatesDisplayAll.php?%20ShowState=AZ
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Location/?displayShows=true
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Location/?displayShows=true
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  UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS  
 

Here is a general list of possible upcoming trips.  
Details will be emailed to the general membership.   

 

November 

Club Claim - 11th Sat - Mushroom Rhyolite, PICNIC 

Sycamore Creek - 15th Wed - RED Jasper 

Round Mt - 17-19th Fri-Sun - Fire Agate, Desert Roses, 

Chalcedony-lined Geodes 

Chilito Mine - 29th Wed - Copper Minerals 

Purple Passion - 30th Thurs - Fluorescents (EVENING) 

December 

Planet Mine - 1st-3rd - Hematite, Chrysocolla, others 

Blue Cube/Spectrum/Prism Mines - 6th Wed - Fluorite 

Rowley Mine - 16th Sat - Chrysocolla, Wulfenite 

Burro Creek - 30th Wed - Cool Chert 

January 

Brenda Area—3rd Wed - Jasper (plume possible) 

4th of July - 17th Wed - Chalcedony, Fire Agate 

Quartzsite Show -  20th Sat - Shopping 

Contact Mine - 27th Sat - Amethyst 

February 

Club Claim - 7th Wed - Mushroom Rhyolite 

Superior - 17th Sat - Apache Tears, Perlite 

Tangle Creek - 21st Wed - Travertine 

March 

Wendon - 6th Wed - Mable 

San Carlos - 16th Sat - Peridot 

Reserve Bank Mine - 20th Wed - Tour, Copper Minerals 

Dave Haneline Mine - 30th Sat - Barite, Lead Minerals 

April 

Hewitt Canyon - 3rd Wed - Green/Pink Marble 

Camp Verde - 17th Wed - Lost Onyx Mine 
  

 

FACEBOOK 

Visit and join the club page periodically.  
See what is   happening, and boost our 
visibility on the web. Go to:  The Daisy 
Mountain Rock and Mineral Club.   It is  

set up so you can post photos of outings 
or related items.  Share with friends! 

 

 

AWARD-WINNING WEBSITE 

http://www.dmrmc.com/ 
If you have comments, contact Nancy Gallagher.   

 
 

 

 

President:  Ed Winbourne…..ewinbourne@gmail.com 
Vice President:  Bill Freese…… bfreese77@cox.net 
Secretary: Rebecca Slosarik .. rslosarik1@gmail.com 
Treasurer:...Deanne Gosse 
deanne.gosse@outlook.com 
Publicity:  Jessie Redmond... 
Membership: Tiffany Poetsch  tnpoetsch@gmail.com 
Editor: Susan Celestian……azrocklady@gmail.com         
Field Trip: Bill Freese ...  bfreese77@cox.net 
Claims: Jeff Blosdale 
Safety:  Gregg Josey 
Show Chairs:  Ed Winbourne, Claudia Marek 
Trustees: 

 

Meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of the month at the           

Anthem Civic Building, 3701 W Anthem Way,           

Anthem, AZ  85086.  General meeting at 6:30 pm.  We 

do not meet in July or August. 

DMRMCLUB@GMAIL.COM 
 

 

Membership Dues:          
 Juniors (under 18) - Membership is free; one  
  time fee of $10 for name badge 

      Adult - First year $35, then $25 per Person                               
             Couple - First year $55, then $35 per Couple 
   

 
Meeting Dates for 2023 

 

 Jan 3, Feb 7, Mar 7, Apr 4, May 2, June 6, Sept 5,      

Oct 3, Nov 7, Dec 5 

Officers, Chairpersons, & Trustees               

Claudia M  
Tiffany P  
Don R 
Howard R  
Jeff B 
Johanna R 
Bob S 

Susan C  
Stan C 
Bob E 
Nancy G 
Renee I 
Gregg J 
Jessica C 

INSTAGRAM 

Follow the club on Instagram.   Go to 
https://www.instagram.com/

daisymountainrockclub/  and follow today.  
Share with friends!  

f 

Material in Rockchips  may be reprinted by nonprofit                
organizations (unless permission is denied in the  article or item),  

provided proper credit is given to the Daisy Mountain Rock and 
Mineral Club and the author, that no substantial changes are 

made that might alter the meaning/facts, and that one copy of the 

publication containing the reprinted material is sent to the editor 
at azrocklady@gmail.com.   Reproduction in whole or part by any 

other organization or publication without the permission of the 

publisher is prohibited. 

FUTURE SPEAKERS 

 

November - Stan Celestian: The Formation of the Earth 
December - Christmas Party 

January - Dr. Barbara Johns, U of Wyoming:  Deep Sea 
Drilling in the Atlantic 

 

DATES AND DESTINATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 

WATCH FOR EMAILS WITH DETAILS 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/106017576621500/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/106017576621500/
http://www.dmrmc.com/
mailto:stancelestian@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/daisymountainrockclub/
https://www.instagram.com/daisymountainrockclub/
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